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Organizations endorse new Charter for Recreationan d
Parks for June is Recreation and Parks Month

Toronto, May 27, 2009 — In celebration of June is Recreation and Parks Month, Parks and
Recreation Ontario (PRO), Ontario Parks Association (OPA), Ontario Recreation Facilities
Association (ORFA), and the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario are endorsing and
launching the Charter for Recreation and Parks in Ontario

June is Recreation and Parks Month (JRPM) is part of a growing national movement honoured
across the country. JRPM draws public attention to the benefits and values of recreation and
parks to individuals, families, neighbourhoods and communities, and works to recognize and
celebrate the contributions recreation and parks makes to the quality of life in Ontario. The new
Charter for Recreation and Parks reinforces these messages and can be downloaded or
endorsed by an organization/agency by visiting www.recandparksmonth.ca

"This Charter is a true milestone for Recreation and Parks and for the citizens of Ontario. The
many benefits of participating in recreation and parks programs and services are undisputed and
this Charter takes a bold step in declaring that every Ontarian has a right to these benefits. It
defines what each community should have in place to support these rights and sets out the role of
Recreation and Parks leaders in realizing these goals. | am very proud to have been part of a
truly collaborative process to create the Charter that involved recreation and parks leaders
throughout the province." Nina deVaal, Director of Recreation and Culture, Town of Oakville.

Ontario currently has 100 JRPM Ambassadors that are celebrating JRPM and are working
towards endorsing the Charter. For a listing of Ambassadors and endorsements please visit
www.recandparksmonth.ca

Everyone can participate in June is Recreation and Parks Month from seniors taking a walk to
communities coming together for a festival or event. JRPM builds strong communities and
celebrates the tremendous natural environments that surround us.

June is Recreation and Parks Month (JRPM) will be celebrated in communities across Ontario.
Over the first week of June launches will be taking place in Whitchurch-Stouffville, Peterborough,
and CFB Petawawa.

If you are organizing an event or know of an event taking place in your community and it is not

listed on the JRPM calendar of events website, you can submit an event by going to the JPRM
website, going to the ‘Event Calendar’ and clicking on ‘Add Event'.
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Launch Details:

Whitchurch Stouffville JRPM Launch

Who: Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

What: JRPM Launch and International Trails Day Event

Where: Lebovic Leisure Centre, Stouffville, Ontario

When: Saturday June 6, 12 — 2pm

Media Contact: Micole Ongman, 905.640.1910.x 323 or Micole.ongman@townofws.com

Peterborough JRPM Launch

Who: City of Peterborough

What: JRPM Launch and Activity Event

Where: Del Crary Park, Peterborough Ontario

When: Saturday June 6, 12-3p.m.

Media Contact: Stephanie Fraser, 705.742.7777 x 1826 or sfraser@peterborough.ca

CFB Petawawa JRPM Launch

Name of Event: RECstravaganza

Who: CFB Petawawa, Community Recreation

What: Annual Recreational Festival and launch of June is Recreation and Parks Month
Where: Recreation Complex, 30 Festubert Blvd, Petawawa, ON

When: Sunday May 31, 10-3pm

Contact: Felicia Arsenault, 613.687.5511 x 2819 or felicia.arsenault@forces.gc.ca

Media Contact for June is Recreation and Parks Mont  h:
Tia Wintre

Parks and Recreation Ontario

416-426-7270

twintre@prontario.org



